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HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE 

 
HEAD’S MESSAGE 

 
Over the last month, I have met with local councillors and Angela 
Watkinson MP regarding the future challenges surrounding funding. 
All of these politicians have been very supportive and have promised 
to make representations to the appropriate bodies and government. 
My Business Manager, Mr J Barrett, has outlined, in his section, a 
summary of funds raised by the Friends of Redden Court at their 
recent Race Night which was very well supported. He has also 
outlined that the 100 Club is now up and running very successfully.  I 
would like to thank the Friends for their untiring efforts to raise money 
and also Mr Barrett for his innovative work.  To date, we have 
received £732 in parental donations, which is disappointing.  Once 
again, I must stress all monies donated by parents will be spent on 
essential items such as textbooks and equipment.  As outlined in a 
recent letter to all parents/carers, we have already had to make the 
decision to increase the size of our new Year 7 and will not be 
increasing staffing.  This may be the thin end of a wedge which will 
result in significantly larger class sizes.  Parental donations are clearly 
optional but, if we are to preserve what we have at Redden Court 
School, we must make this part of our culture as do other successful 
schools in Havering. 
 
I enclose, with this newsletter, a letter from Mr Nick Gibbs, MP and 
Minister for School Standards, congratulating the school on its 
performance regarding the English Baccalaureate in 2016.  We have 
now had official confirmation that our 2016 results placed us in the top 
10% of schools nationally for progress. 
 
Those of you who are parents/carers of Year 11 students will be 
acutely aware of the fast approaching GCSE examinations.  Over the 
Easter holidays, there is a comprehensive revision programme for 
students which is attached to this newsletter.  We would ask all 
parents/carers for their support in ensuring students attend their 
allocated sessions.  Each student will have a personalised timetable  

 



which will also be sent by post to parents/carers.  It is important that by now, all Year 11 students 
are studying at home for between two and three hours each evening.  Students have an array of 
revision guides and revision websites which they can access.  We ask that parents/carers really do 
ensure this is enforced at home.  A supervised study room is available in school each day (G22) 
until 4.30pm (5pm on Fridays) for Year 11 to attend for silent study. 
 
Enjoy the Easter and thank you for your commitment to success for all at Redden Court School. 

 
Mr P Ward 

Head Teacher 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
31st March: Year 11 PPE2 Formal Results Assembly 
 
3rd April: French and Food and Cookery Easter Programme 
 
4th April: German, Art and ICT Easter Programme 
 
5th April: Additional Science and Further Additional Science Easter Programme 
 
6th April: RE, ICT and Creative Arts Easter Programme 
 
10th April: Film Studies, History and French Easter Programme 
 
11th April: Maths Easter Programme 
 
12th April: Drama and Music Easter Programme 
 
13th April: Psychology, RE, History, Spanish and Product Design Easter Programme 
 
19th April to 21st April: Year 8 English Cambridge Checkpoint Exams 
 
19th April, 9am to 6pm: Year 9 Debating Competition at Alleyn School, London 
 
19th April, 6pm to 8pm: MAT Board Meeting at RCS 
 
20th April: Careers Fair at RCS 
 
22nd April: Duke of Edinburgh Day led by Ben Bullen Adventures 
 
24th April, 6pm to 7pm: Parent/Carer Coffee Evening - Update on Funding 
 
25th April: ARC Theatre Performance to Years 7, 8 and 9 
 
25th April, 11.20am to 3pm: - Year 9 Textiles and Year 11 Drama Students Visit to the Queens Theatre 



 
25th April, 2pm to 3pm: Year 10 CRE working with Explore 
 
26th April: Year 9 Careers Transition Assembly 
 
27th April, 9am to 10am: UKMT Junior Challenge 
 
28th April, 8.30am to 1pm: Year 7 (select students) UEL Trip 
 
2nd May, 9am to 11am: Year 10 Biology Exam 
 
2nd May: Rescheduled trip to the Design Museum, London for Year 9 Product Design Students 
 
3rd May, 9am to 11am: Year 10 Chemistry Exam 
 
3rd May: Year 7 Maths Competition  
 
4th May, 9am to 11am: Year 10 Physics Exam 
 
6th May to 8th May: Duke of Edinburgh to Skreen’s Park Activity Centre, Chelmsford 
 

 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS 

 
Students do not attend school on the following dates: 

  

Staff Development Days 2017/2018: 
SDD1 - 4th September 2017 
SDD2  -  30th October 2017 
SDD3 - 18th December 2017 
SDD4 - 19th December 2017 
SDD5 - 20th December 2017 

 
 

2016/2017 HOLIDAY DATES  
 

Easter: 
3rd Apr to 17th Apr 2017 inclusive 

 
May Day Bank Holiday: 

1st May 2017 
  

Summer Half Term: 
29th May to 2nd Jun 2017 inclusive 

  
Last Day of Summer Term: 

21st Jul 2017 
 
 



2017/2018 HOLIDAY DATES: 
 

Autumn Half Term: 
23rd Oct to 27th Oct 2017 inclusive 

  
Christmas: 

18th Dec 2017 to 1st Jan 2018 inclusive 
  

Spring Half Term: 
12th Feb to 16th Feb 2018 inclusive 

  
Easter: 

30th Mar to 13th Apr 2018 inclusive 
  

Summer Half Term: 
28th May to 1st Jun 2018 inclusive 

  
Last Day of Summer Term: 

20th Jul 2018 
  

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 
Any time your child is off school, you must call the school and send in a note on their return.  Can I also 
remind you that any student who has an attendance under 90% is now classed as being a persistent 
absentee. 
  
Whilst it is appreciated that illness occasionally affects us all, regular absence due to illness is a cause for 
concern.  In such circumstances it may be necessary for the school to request medical evidence for 
register purposes.  Medical evidence will also be requested when a student is absent, due to illness, in the 
days immediately before or after any school holiday. 

 
Mrs L Sexton 

Deputy Head Teacher 
  

UKMT - REGIONAL FINAL 
 
On Friday 10th March, a team of two Year 8 and two Year 9 students represented Redden Court School at 
the UKMT team maths challenge regional final. The competition took place at Bow school and was a day 
packed full of team challenges with a mathematical theme. We battled it out against 25 other schools from 
East London and Essex.  
 
At the end of a long day working on challenging mathematics we came in 13th place. The winning school 
was Norlington Boys from Leyton, they qualify for the national final in the summer.  
 
To put our win into a local context Gaynes came 15th and Hall Mead 20th. We're aiming for a place in the 
top 10 next year. 
 



 
Mrs A Woozeerally 

Teacher of Maths 
 

 

JUNK BAND DAY 
 
On Wednesday 22nd March, two professional musicians visited the school and delivered a junk band 
workshop to KS3 students and GCSE Drama and Music students. Students had made their own junk 
instruments as part of a homework project and were able to use these to explore different rhythms as a 
large group. The students gradually built up the rhythms and created an original samba composition that 
was performed at the end of the workshop. As well as allowing students to develop their understanding of 
music, it also introduced them to world music. Some of the instruments were extremely impressive and 
proved to all involved that music can be created anywhere and out of anything.  
 
 

   
 



  
 

 
 

Miss G Lord 
Head of Arts Faculty 

 
 
 

 



FRIENDS OF REDDEN COURT - RACE NIGHT 
 
At the time of writing this article, The Friends of Redden Court have just delivered their second Race Night. 
The fantastic news is that it raised £1730 for the school.  A massive thank you to all those families that 
supported the event either coming along, sponsoring a horse or those that purchased raffle tickets and 
donated prizes. 
 
I would like to thank the companies that sponsored the event.  These companies were New Beginnings 
Day Nurseries, Wade Residential, Harold Wood Audi, PF Ahern, Kia Romford, Poseidon Fish Bar and 
Haart Harold Wood. 
 
Also supporting the school with donations for raffle prizes included: 
 
Premier Schoolwear, Toby Carvery Romford, Matchroom Sports, Chloe's Beauty Bar, Steve Davis, 
Sainsbury’s Hornchurch, Bookers, Tracy T Cakes, Coco Candy, Poseidon Fish Bar, Jump Evolution and 
Intu Lakeside. 
 
These companies made a big difference to the amount of money raised to the school. 
 
Given the number of sponsored horses we were able to sponsor jockeys and horses for each race. 
 
In total there were 8 races and the following were the winners of each race. 
 
Race 1 - Sponsor: New Beginnings 
Winning Horse: P Outen, Winning Jockey: K Adams 
 
Race 2 Sponsor: Wade Residential 
Winning Horse: W Endean, Winning Jockey: T Clark 
 
Race 3- Sponsor: Harold Wood Audi 
Winning Horse: G Demetriou, Winning Jockey: G Demetriou 
 
Race 4- Sponsor: PF Ahern 
Winning Horse: C Ramsey, Winning Jockey: A Jones 
 
Race 5 - Sponsor: Kia Romford 
Winning Horse: G Demetriou, Winning Jockey: S Dillane 
 
Race 6 - Sponsor: Haart Harold Wood 
Winning Horse: M Hutchins, Winning Jockey: P Mcpherson 
 
Race 7 - Sponsor: Poseidon Fish Bar 
Winning Horse: L Porter, Winning Jockey: A Jones 
 
Race 8 - Sponsor: New Beginnings Day Nursery 
Winning Horse: C Ramsey, Winning Jockey: C Ramsey 
 
Each winning horse and jockey won a bottle of wine apart from the jockey in race 8 where this jockey was 
auctioned and the winner won £110. 



 

   
 

   
 
These events only raise money with your support.  It would have been fantastic to see so many more 
people at the events creating the potential to raise even more money for the school, especially under the 
current climate where funding cuts are having a big impact on the strategic decisions which need to be 
made by the school. 
 
I would like to thank all members of the Friends of Redden Court who support these events.  You know 
who you are and what you do.  On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you for your support as 
without you the additional resources purchased would not be available for our students. 
 
The most recent purchases by the Friends have been a new lighting system for the drama studio, 
Chromebooks, and mats for the Gymnastics Club.  They will ask faculties if there are additional resources 
they would like to enhance the delivery of the curriculum, which they would otherwise not be able to afford. 
 
Future events being planned include: 

● Psychic Evening 
● Therapies and clairvoyant evening, 
● End of Year 7 and 8 disco 

 
Mr J Barrett 

School Business Manager 



 

100 CLUB 
 
 
The 100 Club gathers pace and for March we had 125 entries.  You can now purchase an annual entry for 
12 consecutive months or as many entries for April as you wish.  The draw for March took place on the 
20th March in the presence of Mrs Hudson from the Friends of Redden Court and our prefects Kieran P 
who is the chair of the student resources committee and Nathan J. Winners for March are: Miss Morris (first 
prize) and a parent wishing to remain anonymous (second prize) who kindly donate their £50 prize back to 
the school and we thank the family for this support. 
 
Miss Morris has been presented with a cheque for £75; you will see the presentation photo attached.  Next 
month this COULD BE YOU.  If we gain more entries, this increases the prize fund and funding for the 
school.  Deadline for the April draw is 10th April and the draw will be made on the 20th April.  It is £2 per 
entry and you can have as many entries as you like.  You can also purchase an annual entry for £24 and 
again as many entries as you like.  After the 10th April the May entry will be available through ParentPay. 
  
This has raised £125 for the school for the March draw.  We very much hope the club gathers pace and we 
generate more entries from the families of our 753 students and our staff. 

 
 

 
 

Mr J Barrett 
School Business Manager 

  
 

SCHOOL FUNDING 
 
As you are aware, following the delivery of the school funding letter from Mr Ward, we have asked for 
donations to aid the school in meeting the funding gap of £68,000 which we will have in the 2017/18 
Academic Year.  To date, we have received £732 in donations from parents and carers.  Whilst this is not 
mandatory, the message was very clear that difficult decisions will have to be made in terms of the 



resources the school will be able to purchase to support the curriculum in the first instance.  Ultimately, the 
school may have to increase class sizes and reduce staff unless we can meet this shortfall.  Funding has 
been frozen since 2010, with spiralling costs, and the school has now exhausted any significant efficiency 
savings; this is why we are asking for your support.  To be clear, it is optional support; however, we are 
looking to create a culture where this is expected much like other successful secondary schools in 
Havering.  This will be a clear message given to all parents and carers at our new intake meeting in June 
this year.  I would also like to make it very clear that any funds raised will be solely for the students of 
Redden Court School. 
 
 

 
 

 
Mr J Barrett 

School Business Manager 
 

 
 



 
 
 
  

YEAR 7 VISIT TO ‘THE GLOBE THEATRE’ 
 

  
  
  

On Tuesday 28th February, 152 Year 7 students embarked on a visit to The Globe Theatre in London. 
They saw a performance of ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ performed by professional actors in inspiring 
surroundings.  
 



 
 The performance of this controversial play was adapted for Key Stage Three students and provoked 
passionate reactions from our students. The students gave very positive feedback about their experience 
at this unique theatre. 

  
The English Faculty and The Globe Theatre were impressed with the outstanding behaviour shown by our 
Year 7 students. 

  
A display of this experience will be created in the English corridor and the students are in the process of 
writing reviews to describe their experience.  They include statements like: 
  
“I am so pleased I could experience the Globe Theatre. It was exactly as I had expected and I loved the 
way the actors involved the audience.” 
 
“I can’t believe I got the chance to go to the Globe. It was the best play I have ever seen!” 
 

   
 
 

Mrs A Elder 
2nd in Faculty 

 
WORLD BOOK DAY - THURSDAY, 2ND MARCH 

 



 
 

The English Faculty marked World Book Day this week with a series of assemblies delivered by Mrs 
McGee on the theme of ‘character’.  The aim was to encourage students to consider inspirational 
characters from fiction and their impact on us.  Thank you to all members of staff who shared the 
characters that inspired them the most. 
  
On the day, Key Stage Three students were asked to bring in an object which represented a character from 
literature or a character they had created.  All kinds of objects were brought in from memory boxes to 
magic wands to taxidermy crocodile heads! Students really rose to this challenge with many of them 
creating objects to represent characters from fiction.  
 
Bradley C and Amy B (Year 7) created objects based on characters that inspired them. Students used their 
object to inspire a piece of imaginative writing about their chosen character.  
 

   
 
 

Mrs A Elder 
2nd in Faculty 

  
  

MABLES 
 
Year 7 MAbles Identification and Information Evening 
 
Parent/carers of the New Year 7 MAble cohort enjoyed an information evening lead by Mr A Henry and Mr 
J Lodge to learn more about the MAble label and the implications at Redden Court. The event was 
extremely well attended with both parents/carers and students able to ask key questions to enable them to 



better understand Levels of Progress (LoPs) and secondary school data.  CATS, teacher assessments and 
KS2 data have all been used in the identification process. 
  
The names of the new cohort have been made visible on Go4Schools and teaching staff have been made 
aware. This group of students, like all students at Redden Court, will enjoy the challenging environment of 
the classroom and will, hopefully, go on to achieve some of our best results in a few years’ time. 
  
RCS MAble Hub – Science Challenge 
 
It was fantastic to see so many schools join us for our recent MENSA testing as we extended a warm 
welcome to Bower Park, Marshalls, Gaynes and Sanders for our Year 9 Science Challenge. 
The event was a real celebration of achievement and it was really encouraging and rewarding to see so 
many students score highly. Even more impressive was that four of our students were offered MENSA 
membership based on their result of achieving in the top 2% of the population. 
 
Joshua K  150 (top 2%) 
Sidney P 148 (top 2%) 
George A 154 (top 2%) 
Amy H 150 (top 2%) 
 
RCS MAble Hub – MFL Challenge 
 
Teams from Marshalls Park, Royal Liberty and Bower Park joined four teams from RCS for an enjoyable 
afternoon of challenge in the subject area. 
  
More than 70 students completed an individual task which brought about much friendly competition before 
the teams from each school battled it out for the top prize. After narrowly missing out in all the MAble Hub 
Challenges so far, I was delighted to see, in front of the whole MFL faculty, our Year 8 girls finish in the top 
spot. Mr Pirbakas was the mastermind of this prestigious event and, with the support of the rest of his 
faculty, he ensured that all students had a really enjoyable and worthwhile experience. 
 
Congratulations to all those involved. 
  
RCS MAble Hub - Maths Challenge 
 
The fifth and final event in the RCS MAble Hub for 2016 – 2017 was the RCS Maths Challenge.  The 
Maths Challenge was contested by Bower Park, Hall Mead, Royal Liberty, Marshalls Park, Gaynes and 
Redden Court. The challenge consisted of a warm up round and then three rounds of competition which 
were fiercely contested and expertly delivered by Mrs Woozeerally from the Maths Faculty. With meticulous 
planning, she revved the competition up to a fast and frantic final round which saw Hall Mead see off the 
challenge of Gaynes to take the top spot.  A jubilant Hall Mead performed consistently well in each round 
and were worthy winners. 
  
The final placing were as follows:  
1st Hall Mead 
2nd Gaynes 
3rd Royal Liberty 
4th RCS A 
5th Bower Park 
6th RCS C 



7th RCS B 
8th Marshalls/RCS  
  
The MAble Hub has been a huge success this year, seeing eight neighbouring schools in attendance and 
in excess of 400 of Havering's brightest young minds coming together for some healthy competition and 
challenge. It is hoped that these events can continue to provide such opportunities in the future. 
  
I would like to thank all staff involved in delivering these events this which have been thoroughly enjoyable. 
  
 
In the classroom 
 
Learners of all abilities are routinely taught in inclusive classroom settings that are not designed exclusively 
for the educational needs of the brightest students. This means that teachers need to develop a broad 
range of strategies to provide suitable opportunities and learning experiences to challenge and stretch the 
more able. 
 
MAble learners respond well to high expectations and high cognitive challenge. However, cognitive 
challenge and stretch is not provided by increasing a learner's workload but by enhancing the complexity. 
Teachers, therefore, need to acknowledge this and provide personalised learning tailored to the needs of 
the individual. 
What makes the learning environment beneficial for the MAble learner? One that promotes independence, 
enquiry and collaboration and offers stretch and challenge. 
  
Depth and Breadth 
MAble learners require opportunities that offer stretch and challenge. 
  
Preparing a Lesson 
The most effective lessons for MAble learners are those that are planned. 
  
Differentiation 
MAble learners need and enjoy variety and challenge. 
  
Thinking Skills 
The phrase 'think about it' is often heard in the classroom, but if learners are not taught how to think, how 
do they know what is expected of them? 
  
Questioning Skills 
Questioning enables teachers to check learners' understanding. 
  
For more information  please visit http://teachertools.londongt.org/?page=inTheClassroom 
  

Mr A Henry 
Assistant Head of Pastoral and MAble Co-ordinator  

 
  
 

ANTI BULLYING STEERING GROUP 

http://teachertools.londongt.org/?page=inTheClassroom


 
This week, six members of the Anti-Bullying Steering Group (ABSG) visited local school, Bower Park, to 
learn more about how bullying is tackled in other school. The purpose of the visit was to consider ways in 
which we can develop our practice here at Redden Court. We were welcomed by Assistant Head Teacher, 
Mr E Aylett, and two student ambassadors. We were shown around the school and, more specifically, The 
Hub, which is their equivalent of our Student Services. This is the 'go to' place for bullying issues. We 
managed to walk the corridors and ask any questions we liked about the setup and systems of support at 
their school. We left thanking them and a promise to return the favour at some point in the near future. For 
the attendees, now is the time to consider what we saw and decide if there is something we wish to 
implement into our own school community. This will be discussed shortly with the group. 
  

 
 

"The  Anti-Bullying visit to Bower Park was very useful.  The Hub was very good and I think the setup 
meant that any incidences of bullying would be quickly dealt with. It would be nice for students from Bower 
Park to visit us to see what we do." Year 7 member of the ABSG 
 
"Thank you for the opportunity to see how Bower Park tackle bullying in their community. It was good to 
see if we could bring anything back and apply to our ABSG but personally I think that we have a highly 
effective way of stopping bullying already in place at our school."  ABSG member  
 

Mr A Henry 
Assistant Head of Pastoral and MAble Co-ordinator  

 
 



GCSE DRAMA THEATRE TRIP 
  
On 9th March, 55 GCSE Drama students went to see Arthur Miller’s ‘The Crucible’ at The Queen’s Theatre, 
Hornchurch. The students have been studying the play and exploring extracts in their lessons. Following 
the performance, they performed a selection of scenes and completed a live theatre review based on both 
the performance and technical elements. A group of Year 11 GCSE Drama students are piecing together 
their own interpretation of the play for their final performance examination. We hope the Drama students 
will certainly be inspired by the production and we have been enjoying our follow up lessons.  I would like 
to spotlight the students for their excellent behaviour on the trip; I was approached by a member of the 
public after the production who wanted to tell me how well behaved they all were.   
 

 
 

Mrs G Lord 
Head of Arts Faculty 

 
 

HAVERING MIND EVENT 
 
On Wednesday 22nd March, RCS hosted the Havering Secondary Schools Mental Health 
Awareness-Raising Event.  
 



Havering Mind, Havering Council, Havering CCG, Havering CAMHS and the Charlie Waller Memorial Trust 
invited six Year 10 students along with two members of staff from Havering Secondary Schools to the 
Event.  
 
Eleven Schools attended the Event, they were Albany School, Bower Park Academy, Brittons Academy, 
Campion School, Emerson Park Academy, Frances Bardsley Academy for Girls, Gaynes School, Hall 
Mead School, Marshalls Park School, Redden Court School and Sacred Heart of Mary Girls' School. 
 
The students from RCS that attended/helped with the Event were: 

● Nathan Jenkins 
● Brooke McGee 
● Torez Polius 
● Nicole Payne 
● Victoria Long 
● Ben Walton 
● Lily Jackaman 
● Lewis Moore 

 
They did various activities to highlight and raise awareness on Mental Health. 
 
The feedback from students and staff was very good; they all had lots of information to take back to try to 
implement in their schools.  It was a very worthwhile event and, hopefully, we can host more of these in the 
future.  
 
Mental Health Awareness Week is from 8th to 14th May 2017. 

 
Mrs L Sexton 

Deputy Head Teacher (Pastoral) 
 
 
 
 

Redden Court School would like to thanks these companies for their support.  If you would like to make a 
contribution to the school and advertise your company please contact Justin Barrett 
jbarrett@reddencourtcloud.co.uk 
 

mailto:jbarrett@reddencourtcloud.co.uk


 

   

    

 


