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HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE 

 
HEAD’S MESSAGE 

 
As we end another academic year, inevitably my thoughts go to the 
highlights of the year and the new 17-18 academic year. 
 
This academic year has been extremely busy right from the beginning.  On 
11th September, we had an Ofsted inspection which, upon reflection, was 
successful as we maintained our Good grading which many schools have 
failed to do.  The published report recognises the inclusivity of the school 
and the fact that we really do go that extra mile to ensure that all of our 
students make exceptional progress.  
 
Our Open Evening on 29th September 2016 was extremely successful with 
record numbers viewing the school and, ultimately, 800 preferences 
expressed for the places available. 
 
During the course of the year, we have had considerable success in Sport, 
Debating, MAble competitions, Spelling Translation Bee’s and various 
inter-school competitions.  Perhaps the proudest moments of the year have 
been picking up two National Awards from SSAT for our attainment and 
progress, as well as seven out of 13 awards for progress and attainment 
within Havering. 
 
The new school year begins on 5th September for Year 7 students and on 
6th September for Year 8 to Year 11.  Excellent uniform is an important part 
of our ethos and I would like to take this opportunity to clarify a number of 
areas where there can be confusion. 
 

● Skirts: will be mid-grey, fully pleated (not with a panel) and knee 
length.  Year 7, 8 and 9 girls are only permitted to wear the skirts 
provided by our uniform supplier with the school logo. 

 
● Shoes: will be plain black shoes (not trainers) with no decoration. 

 
● Socks: will be worn below the knee at all times. 

 
● Hair: hair colouring should be of a ‘natural’ colour. 

 



Please read the attached Uniform Code which is also available on the school website if you wish to clarify 
any issues.  Thank you for your co-operation on this matter. 
 
If you have come into the school recently, you will have noticed a new building under construction beside 
the car park.  This is our new Additional Resource Provision (ARP) and will cater for 10 high needs 
students with Autism.  It will be completed in early August for use from the 5th September onwards.  This 
will be a really useful facility for not just these students but all of our SEND students. 
 
Over the summer holidays, and following a successful grant application, the old part of the school will be 
extensively re-wired.  It is hoped that this will be completed within the six weeks of the holiday.  In addition, 
we will be putting in a new CCTV system throughout the school as our existing system is now on its last 
legs.  We also intend to redecorate parts of the school to maintain the very pleasant environment we have 
created. 
 
Thank you for those of you who have supported our fundraising events this year both for PE and the 
Friends of Redden Court.  This money is allowing us to improve provision for all students. 
 
We look forward to seeing the students for the new year in September and I would like to, once again, 
thank you for your Commitment to Success for All at Redden Court School.  Enjoy the holidays. 
 

Mr P Ward 
Head Teacher 

 
 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
4th September: Staff Development Day 1 (no student to attend school) 
5th September: Year 7 only 
8th September: Years 7 to 10 photos 
5th September to 15th September: Year 7 Baseline Exams 
13th September, 3pm to 5pm: Year 7 parents meet with Form Tutors  
13th September, 6pm: Trustees Meeting 
18th September: Sixth Form Transfer Evening 
19th September: Giselle Dance Performance at Sadler’s Wells, London 
19th September, 5pm to 7pm: Governors meeting on Data 
22nd September: Ypres Salient School Visit 
26th September: English National Ballet Workshop in Drama 
28th September, 5.30pm to 9.30pm: Open Evening 
29th September: 10am start for staff and students following Open Evening 
29th September to 3rd October: MFL French Residential Trip 
2nd October to 13th October: School Tours following Open Evening 

 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS 

 
Students do not attend school on the following dates: 

  



Staff Development Days 2017/2018: 
SDD1 - 4th September 2017 
SDD2 - 18th December 2017 
SDD3 - 19th December 2017 
SDD4 - 20th December 2017 
SDD5  -  2nd January 2018 

 
2017/2018 HOLIDAY DATES: 

 
Autumn Half Term: 

23rd Oct to 27th Oct 2017 inclusive 
  

Christmas: 
18th Dec 2017 to 1st Jan 2018 inclusive 

  
Spring Half Term: 

12th Feb to 16th Feb 2018 inclusive 
  

Easter: 
30th Mar to 13th Apr 2018 inclusive 

  
Summer Half Term: 

28th May to 1st Jun 2018 inclusive 
  

Last Day of Summer Term: 
20th Jul 2018 

  

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 
Any time your child is off school, you must call Student Services to report the absence and send in a note 
upon their return.  A message to the absence line should be conducted daily unless the length of absence 
is prearranged.  Can I also remind you that any student who has an attendance figure of 90% or less is 
classed as being a persistent absentee. 
  
Whilst it is appreciated that illness occasionally affects us all, regular absence due to illness is a cause for 
concern.  In such circumstances it may be necessary for the school to request medical evidence for 
register purposes.  Medical evidence will also be requested when a student is absent, due to illness, in the 
days immediately before or after any school holiday. 
 
Furthermore, students who arrive to school late after the close of registration will be issued with a U code 
which detracts from the overall attendance figure. 

 
Mrs L Sexton 

Deputy Head Teacher 
 
 
 



PERFORMING ARTS SUMMER SHOWCASE 
 
On the evening of Monday 10th July, the Old Hall was packed with an audience who came to watch our 
Summer Performing Arts Showcase which involved many of our students. The students danced, sang and 
acted their way through the evening with gusto and the audience clearly enjoyed a wonderful show.  
 
We had performances from our Street Dance group, Glee Club, School Band and Drama Club as well as a 
dance duet (choreographed by the students) and solo and group music performances.  
 
The Friends of Redden Court were on hand to provide refreshments and the audience left with smiles on 
their faces.  It was truly a memorable evening. Well done to all involved.  
 

   
 

  
 

Mrs G Aukett 
Head of Arts Faculty 

 

BUSY WEEK IN CAREERS! 
 

This week has been busy in Careers - we hosted two Taster Days for GCSE PE students in Year 9 to 
introduce possible careers in sport.  The students were overwhelmingly brilliant and gave fantastic 
feedback about their experience, which was both classroom and sports field based.  Sham Motin 



(Prospects Manager) and his team facilitated the days - he has a background in community football 
management, so was well-experienced to lead.  
 

Redden Court feedback 

 

 

 
Below are a selection of comments: 

“It has taught me that I can do something I love and it can also be a career” 

“I feel like I have learnt a lot and feel more confident with future interviews and presenting in front of a big 
group” 

“I now understand key things people look for in interviews and presentations. I can now improve how I 
present things” 

“I have really enjoyed this course and have learnt lots” 

 “The visitors explained the information in detail and explained it clearly” 

 
Thank you to Kelly Davies and the PE staff for helping to facilitate this opportunity and also to those 
colleagues who were inconvenienced due to classroom usage on these days. 
 
Also, this week has been the last week before Year 10 Work Experience, which has involved last minute 
chasing up and arranging for a small handful of our students.  Justin Barrett was able to arrange 
placements for some of our students with Havering Catering Services - the Head of Catering visited our 
students this week to discuss health and safety, expectations, information about hours and uniforms, etc. It 
was a worthwhile meeting that highlighted the demands of the providers who we rely upon for work 
experience placements. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my profound thanks to Nina Stiffel and the Year 10 form 
tutors, who I have constantly badgered this year to help me coordinate the necessary paperwork.  10N 
were rewarded with breakfast as they were the first class to get their placement forms back in.  I 
wholeheartedly believe that work experience is of paramount value for our students, especially as our 
young people face very uncertain and challenging times ahead.  I await the return of the placement 
feedback forms with interest and intrigue! 
 



  
 

Mrs K Moore 
Careers Coordinator/Teacher of English 

 
 

YEAR 11 END OF YEAR ART EXHIBITION 
  
On Thursday 13 July, Year 11 Art students returned to RCS to present their GCSE portfolios at the End of 
Year Art Exhibition. The theme this year was Beginning and/or End and all students responded in a unique, 
creative and insightful way. From paintings of Donald Trump to canvases adorned with fragments of 
smashed plates, the art showcased our students’ vast talents and imaginative minds. 
 
The many visitors were wowed and comments included: 
“There is such a high standard of work this year” 
 
“It is amazing to see such variation and individualism” 
 
“The student helpers have been fantastic serving canapés and refreshments” 
 
“I love hearing from the students about their art work. They are able to explain with such detail and 
passion” 
 
We applaud all students involved and wish them luck with their future creative journeys. 
 



  
 

  
Collette Fraser, Havering’s Youth Arts Officer, was a special guest and congratulated students on their 

work. 
 

  
 



   
 

Miss C Greenland 
Subject Lead of Art 

 

STEM CHALLENGE DAY 
  

It has been a great year for STEM Club with students taking part in a wide range of challenges, learning 
new skills and having the chance to meet industry experts who have come to the school to run activity 
days. 
 
We finished the year by taking the students who had attended regularly and worked hard all year to a 
Challenge Day at Havering Sixth Form College. The Challenge Day involved four activities which provided 
an insight into a higher level of science and technology. Activities included… 
 

·         Robotics – Students had to build and program a robot to navigate a series of obstacles. 
 

·         E-Fit – They used police software to create an image of a ‘criminal’. 
 
·         Vehicle – They had to design, build and then race a simple electric vehicle. 

 
There was also a bonus challenge on the day which was a medical challenge. 
 
Our students worked in teams and competed against other schools in the borough. Unfortunately, we did 
not win any of the challenges but placed second and third respectively in two of them. The behaviour of our 
students was exceptional and they really did the school proud. It was also good to see so many old Redden 
Court students at Havering Sixth Form who all seemed to be enjoying their time at college and were very 
positive about the experience. 
 
Thank you very much to Kevin Hikel and Zoe Jackaman for helping out with the trip.  
 



  
 

  
 

  
 

Mr D Pendred 
Head of Technology Faculty 

 
 

 



NEW FROM THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
 
Farewell Mr Fox 
It is with great sadness that we will be saying goodbye to Mr Fox at the end of this term. He joined the 
department in September 2014 having completed part of his training year with us. 
 
He struck an immediate rapport with his students, who have flourished under his guidance. His work within 
the department, including his efforts with the Debating Society, have been huge and greatly appreciated. 
 
Mr Fox will be working at Royal Liberty for a term before travelling around the world for several years. I am 
sure you’ll join me in wishing him the very best! 
 
Welcome Miss Bowler 
With the departure of Mr Fox, we were pleased to appoint a new teacher.  Miss Bowler will be joining us 
from the Albany School, starting in September. Miss Bowler has been teaching for two years and has 
covered many of the schemes of work we will be tackling. We very much look forward to working with her 
over the coming years. 
 
Ypres 2017 
Mr Benstead will now be leading this trip. Due to its popularity, we have secured some extra spaces for 
students who will be in Year 10 during the 2017/18 academic year. 
 
The total cost of the trip is £70 and will last all day on Friday 22nd September 2017. This includes all travel 
and access to the various museums and other places we will visit. For more details, please speak to      Mr 
Benstead. 
 
For those who have already paid the deposit, please pay the additional £50 on ParentPay as soon as 
possible as we will need to send final payment across to the travel company when we return to school in 
September. 
 
Please keep all passports safe as we will need these to be brought to school almost immediately after our 
return to school. 
 
History Twitter Page 
Please follow the history department’s Twitter page in order to be kept up-to-date with everything that is 
happening in the department. 
 
@RCS_History 
 
We will tweet updates on trips as well as any articles that our students may find useful and interesting. 
 
Debating Society - participation at National Speaking Event 
On Thursday 6th July, five students from Year 9 took part in an event run by a company called ‘Up For 
Debate’. The event was held at the prestigious Harrow School. 
 



To get to this stage, you will probably recall that the students won a regional event held in London earlier 
this year. 
 
The students got a brief tour of part of the school before participating in three debates. They were 
victorious in one debate and lost very narrowly in the other two. 
 
The students should be very proud of their achievement and how they conducted themselves throughout. 
They spoke passionately and eloquently throughout and were exemplary representative for our school. 
 
Tabitha S; Cerys H and Erin B were our team. Thanks also to Emily K and Amy H who came along to 
support and actually ran two of the debates in which the team took part. 
 
As a teacher, it was genuinely inspiring to see how well our students spoke. Miss Bowler will be leading the 
society during the 2017/18 academic year and we hope to see many more students attending the weekly 
meetings. 
 

   
 



  
 
And finally… 
...a HUGE thank you to all parents and carers for their support of the department during this academic 
year. Also, a massive well done to all students; we deal with some very sensitive and complicated concepts 
in history lessons and, on the whole, students have conducted themselves in an exemplary manner 
throughout the year. 
 
 

Mr J Benstead 
Subject Lead of History and PP Co-ordinator 

 

HAVERING PUPIL PREMIUM CONFERENCE 
 
On the morning of Wednesday 21st June 2017, many of you will be aware of the conference that was held 
about the provision for disadvantaged students across Havering. We, as a school, had been asked to take 
the lead on this. Anthony Henry will have also included a report about the MAbles Conference he led in the 
afternoon. 
 
Representing RCS were Chrissie Greenland, Tina Murray (Link Governor) and Mr Benstead. 
 
The conference was held at De Rougemont Manor in Great Warley. There were four speakers: 

● Hannah Kennedy-Jackson (ABC Success) 
● Ian Gurman (Lead Inspector for the London Borough of Havering). 
● Patricia Metham (Former HMI - currently consultant to the Havering Headteachers Group). 
● Ian Budge (Assistant Principal at Havering Sixth Form College). 

 



Hannah was the first speaker. Some of you may recall her coming into RCS in November 2016 to work with 
our disadvantaged students in Year 10. Her keynote speech, about her troubled start to life was as 
harrowing and emotional as ever. It was clear that delegates were in no doubt as to why it is so important 
to get provision for disadvantaged students (our poorest students in every sense of the word) right.  
 
Next up was Ian Gurman. Some of you will have met Ian over the years; he is the Lead Inspector of 
Schools in the borough. Ian gave a powerful presentation about the ‘state of play’ in Havering. To put it 
bluntly, things must improve soon. The borough is in the bottom 10% nationally for progress for 
disadvantaged students, with a P8 score of -0.76 for those from the high prior-attaining band. 
 
Patricia Metham followed and consolidated many of Ian’s key messages, as well discussing the picture 
from a national point of view. An impressive speaker, Patricia reminded everyone present that we should 
not just be doing what we feel Ofsted will like; rather we should do what we think is right for our students. 
 
Finally, Ian Budge discussed provision for disadvantaged students at Havering Sixth Form College. Most 
noteworthy, there was a heavy focus on the mental health of students at the college. For instance, there is 
a designated Mental Health Officer who, according to Ian, has a ‘a queue round the block’. It was 
interesting to see what help our disadvantaged students will receive once they leave us. 
 
Overall, the conference was very successful. Delegates to whom I spoke said that they had taken away lots 
of useful ideas. Turnout was disappointing, but those in attendance will go away under no illusion of the 
importance of our work for disadvantaged students. 
 

  
Mr J Benstead 

Subject Lead of History and PP Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 

 



DUKE OF EDINBURGH NEWS 
 
Certificates for previous participants 
These were given to all students in Years 10 and 11 after we had, finally, received them from the 
programme’s national head office.  
 
If your child completed the programme but did not receive their certificate, please contact Mr. Benstead 
 
Assessment expedition - Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th September 2017 
You will probably recall that this year’s cohort successfully completed their Practise Expedition in May 
2017.  
 
Their assessment weekend will take place on Saturday 16th / Sunday 17th September 2017. The basic 
organisation will be the same as the Practise Expedition, with the students packing their kits on the 
Saturday morning before beginning their hikes. 
 
If your child is participating, please ensure the outstanding payment is settled on ParentPay as soon as 
possible. 
 
End of an era… 
Due to a combination of personal circumstances and increased responsibility across the school, both Mrs 
Isbell and Mr Benstead will be stepping down as Duke of Edinburgh Coordinators from October 2017. 
 
It has been a real pleasure leading the programme for the last few years. Thank you to everyone who has 
been involved with it at some stage. 
 
Hopefully, a new member of staff will take on the mantle at some point during the 2017/18 academic year. 

 
Mr J Benstead 

Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator 
 

 



 
 

 


